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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) D Claim(s) is/are pending in the application. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Wittwer. 
Wittwer discloses a mower cutting deck (10), comprising: 

a) at least one cutting chamber (11) having an aperture positioned in the middle of a top 
surface thereof and a depending surrounding skirt; 

b) a spindle (unnumbered) placed though the aperture and mounted to the chamber (11); 

c) a blade (12) mounted on an end of the spindle and within the chamber (11); and 

d) a liquid dispersion assembly (20) mounted to an underside of the chamber (11) and 
including first (80) and second plates (100) engaged with each other, the second plate (100) 
having a channel (380) to control the flow of liquid therethrough so as to project such flow above 
the blade (12). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 32-38, 40-42 and 52, 55-58, 60-62, 72 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Burch in view of Jameson. 

5. In regards to claims 32-38, 40-42, and 52, Burch discloses a washing device for an 
underside of a mower cutting deck, the device comprising: 

d) a means for transferring liquid, the means having a flexible elongated portion (1 13) 
having a first end attached to and communicating with the fitting (not shown) to conduct liquid 
therethrough and a second end including a mounting plate (119) adjustably connected with the 
elongated portion (1 13), the mounting plate (119) having a plurality of holes (116, 138), one of 
which is a liquid flow hole accommodating liquid therethrough, as per claim 32; and 

wherein the elongated portion (1 13) is mated to the mounting plate (1 19) by a second 
coupler (82), as per claim 34; and 

further comprising a pair of liquid dispersion plates (120, 140), the pair having 
connection holes (138, center hole) therein enabling attachment of each of the pair to the other 
and to the mounting plate (119), the pair also having mounting holes (unnumbered) enabling 
attachment to the underside, as per claim 35; and 

wherein the connection holes and the holes (138, center hole) of the mounting plates 
(116, 138) are aligned, as per claim 36; and 

wherein the dispersion plates (120, 140) and the mounting plate (119) are attached to 
each other by a bolt and a nut (unnumbered, see figure 10), as per claim 37; and 
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wherein each of the dispersion plates (120, 140) has a central opening communicating 
together with the flow hole (1 16) of the mounting plate (1 19) to conduct liquid therethrough, as 
per claim 38; and 

further comprising a liquid dispersion assembly (1 10) attached to the mounting plate 
(119), as per claim 40; and 

wherein the assembly (110) includes first (120) and second (140) directional members 
attached to each other and which are attachable to the underside of the cutting deck (10), each of 
the members having a central opening communicating with the flow hole of the mounting plate 
(1 19) to conduct liquid therethrough, as per claim 41; and 

wherein the first directional member (120) is positioned intermediate the mounting plate 
(119) and second directional member (140), as per claim 42; and 

wherein the attachment of the first (120) and second (140) directional member provide an 
orifice through which liquid may be emitted, as per claim 52, 

However, Burch fails to disclose: 

a) a bracket for attaching the device to the deck, the bracket having a plurality of holes 

therein; 

b) a means for attaching the bracket with the deck and which extends through one of the 
holes of the first bracket; 

c) a hose fitting inserted in another of the holes of the bracket, as per claim 32; and 
wherein the means for transferring liquid is mated to the fitting by a first coupler, as per 

claim 33. 

Jameson discloses a similar dispersion assembly including: 
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a) a bracket (40) for attaching the device to the deck (15), the bracket (40) having a 
plurality of holes (46, 70) therein; 

b) a means (45) for attaching the bracket (40) with the deck (15) and which extends 
through one of the holes (46) of the first bracket (40); 

c) a hose fitting (26) inserted in another of the holes of the bracket (70), as per claim 32; 

and 

wherein the means (10) for transferring liquid is mated to the fitting by a first coupler 
(71), as per claim 33. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include the bracket of Jameson on the device of Burch in order to quickly 
and conveniently attach the device. 

6. In regards to claims 55-58, Burch discloses a washing device for an underside of a mower 
cutting deck, the device comprising: 

d) a means for transferring liquid, the means having an elongated portion (113) having a 
first end attached to and communicating with the fitting (not shown) to conduct liquid 
therethrough and a second end including a mounting plate (119), the mounting plate (1 19) 
having a plurality of holes (116, 138), one of which is a liquid flow hole accommodating liquid 
therethrough; and 

a pair of liquid dispersion plates (120, 140), the pair having connection holes (138) 
therein enabling attachment of each of the pair (120, 140) to the other and to the mounting plate 
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(119), the pair also having mounting holes (138) enabling attachment of the pair (120, 140) to the 
underside, as per claim 55; and 

wherein the connection holes (138) and the holes (138) of the mounting plate (119) are 
aligned, as per claim 56; and 

wherein the dispersion plates (120, 140) and the mounting plate (119) are attached to 
each other by a bolt and a nut (unnumbered, see figure 10), as per claim 57; and 

wherein each of the dispersion plates (120, 140) has a central opening communicating 
together with the flow hole (1 16) of the mounting plate (1 19) to conduct liquid therethrough, as 
per claim 58. 

However, Burch fails to disclose: 

a) a bracket for attaching the device to the deck, the plate having a plurality of holes 

therein; 

b) a means for attaching the bracket with the deck and which extends through one fo th 
eholes of the bracket; 

c) a hose fitting inserted in another of the holes of the bracket. 
Jameson discloses a similar dispersion assembly including: 

a) a bracket (40) for attaching the device to the deck (15), the bracket (40) having a 
plurality of holes (46, 70) therein; 

b) a means (45) for attaching the bracket (40) with the deck (15) and which extends 
through one of the holes (46) of the first bracket (40); 

c) a hose fitting (26) inserted in another of the holes of the bracket (70). 
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It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include the bracket of Jameson on the device of Burch in order to quickly 
and conveniently attach the device. 

7. In regards to claims 60-62 and 72, Burch discloses a washing device for an underside of a 
mower cutting deck, the device comprising: 

d) a means for transferring liquid, the means having an elongated portion (113) having 
first end attached to and communicating with the fitting (not shown) to conduct liquid 
therethrough and a second end including a mounting plate (119), the mounting plate (119) 
having a plurality of holes (116, 138), one of which is a liquid flow hole (116) accommodating 
liquid therethrough; and 

a liquid dispersion assembly (110) attached to the mounting plate (119), as per claim 60; 

and 

wherein the assembly includes first (120) and second (140) direction members attached to 
each other and which are attachable to the underside of the cutting deck (10), each of the 
members having a central opening communicating with the flow hole (1 16) of the mounting 
plate (1 19) to conduct liquid therethrough, as per claim 61; and 

wherein the first directional member (120) is positioned intermediate the mounting plate 
(1 19) and second directional member (140), as per claim 62. 

However, Burch fails to disclose: 

a) a bracket for attaching the device to the deck, the plate having a plurality of holes 

therein; 
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b) a means for attaching the bracket with the deck and which extends through one of the 
holes of the bracket; 

c) a hose fitting inserted in another of the holes of the bracket. 
Jameson discloses a similar dispersion assembly including: 

a) a bracket (40) for attaching the device to the deck (15), the bracket (40) having a 
plurality of holes (46, 70) therein; 

b) a means (45) for attaching the bracket (40) with the deck (15) and which extends 
through one of the holes (46) of the first bracket (40); 

c) a hose fitting (26) inserted in another of the holes of the bracket (70). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include the bracket of Jameson on the device of Burch in order to quickly 
and conveniently attach the device. 

Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 21 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

9. Claims 74-83 are allowed. 

10. Claims 39, 43-51, 53, 59, 63-71 and 73 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Conclusion 



11. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alicia M. Torres whose telephone number is 703-305-6953. The 
examiner can normally be reached Monday through Thursday from 7:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas B. Will, can be reached at 703-308-3870. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the group receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-1 113. The fax 
number for this Group is 703-872-9306. 




CTVisory Patent Examiner 
Group Art Unit 3671 



AMT 

June 10, 2004 



